of scholars has been brought together to share their invaluable research and insight.
They represent both established and new voices in the analysis of Irish republicanism.
The papers cover insights from political science, psychology, history, and crime science. While the authors predominantly come from within academia, this scholastic expertise is accentuated by the contribution of two authors, Rory Finegan and Sandra Peake, who utilise their experiences working for the Irish Defence Forces and victim support groups respectively to enhance our understanding.
This volume should not be regarded as a complete anthology of one hundred years of Irish republicanism. Indeed, very few collections could claim to be. Instead, it represents a critical analysis of some of the key issues arising across each of the main paramilitary campaigns. Resultantly there are significant areas that are not, and cannot be, represented here; most notably non-violent political engagement and activism.
Paramilitary activity represents the most sensational, but far from the only section of Irish republicanism history. Since 1916 some of the most significant gains have not come from the bomb or the bullet, but from peaceful protests, negotiations and dayto-day electoral politics. The history of modern-day Northern Ireland may be marred by over 30 years of near persistent terrorism and violence. But in stark contrast to this, has been the ever-present peaceful activism of the civil rights movement, 'Women for Peace,' the SDLP and many others. In order to gain a holistic understanding of Irish republicanism, nationalism, the Troubles and the Peace Process it is imperative that the analysis of these, and other, non-violent actors is also included. However, this is outside of the remit of this special issue.
It is our belief that the issues covered here are relevant not only to scholars of Irish republicanism, but also to anyone studying terrorism around the world. While there are distinct differences, there are also clear parallels to be drawn from the analyses presented here. The methodologies applied, and insight given, may assist in reassessing other global conflicts, across a range of different themes. We encourage scholars of other conflicts and terrorist groups to engage with the issues raised here.
The long history of The Troubles gives an insight into all aspects of a terrorist conflict. It provides analysts with an opportunity to assess the evolution of a terrorist movement across the generations. The analysis shows how the movement can, and does, adapt to societal, political and security changes. It allows one to analyse what happens in the process of organisational fragmentation, strategic change and politicisation. The access researchers now have to primary sources from the Northern Ireland conflict, including interviewees and primary documents, is second to none. It is the engagement with these sources, as the authors throughout this special issue have done, which can bring us closer to a holistic understanding of a terrorist movement and insight into the inner workings of the organisations. Scholars of other movements and conflicts could use the understanding gained from this in-depth analysis as a means for shaping the construction of their research questions.
The analysis of Irish republicanism, and the broader Irish Troubles, both in this issue and elsewhere has a significant part to play in developing our understanding of individual and organisational involvement in terrorism. It allows one to question whether 'radicalisation' is a necessary pre-requisite to terrorist involvement. 5 It has addressed the potential politicising role of organisational splits, rather than merely looking at these organisational changes as the birthplace of further violence. 6 The long-standing nature of the terrorist campaign has also provided researchers with the opportunity to develop, and analyse, vast datasets of paramilitary actors to examine the shifting and operational profile of the membership across the evolution of the paramilitary involvement. 7 History has shown us that terrorist and guerrilla groups the world over have operationally, organisationally, technologically and strategically learned from the Irish republican terrorism. A clear example of this can be seen in both Afghanistan and Iraq with the utility of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), whose technology was reminiscent of the bombs used on the streets of Belfast, Derry and Armagh. 8 Therefore if terrorist groups around the world believe that they have something to learn from Irish republican terrorism, it is incumbent on us as scholars of terrorism to continue in our endeavour to fully understand this case. It is both irresponsible and reckless to ignore the case of Northern Ireland just because the country is now ostensibly at peace.
Articles
Bringing together a special issue on one hundred years of Irish republicanism, can which their victims and their families faced. 9 In their article, they focus on one group of victims; 'the disappeared.' The case highlights the lengths of calculated cruelty that the Provisionals were willing to go to in order to gain power and control within nationalist and republican areas of Ireland. Although small, this group of victims highlights the complexities of the Troubles. In order to address this, the authors focus on the intergenerational experiences of the family of one of 'the disappeared.' The data generated through the semi-structured interviews with three separate generations of the family gives a vital insight into the experience of losing a loved one, in such devastating circumstances, an insight too often ignored in our academic research.
The victims and targets of republican paramilitary violence, is a heterogeneous group.
They range from civilians to security forces, businesses to criminals. This is highlighted across this edition, by authors analysing each phase of paramilitary republicanism. This is discussed from the very outset in Andrew Silke's article, which opens the edition. 10 In Ferguson examine loyalist perspectives of the IRA and wider Irish republicanism via a series of one-to-one interviews. 16 They trace the evolution of loyalist attitudes to republicanism. It was this evolution, which was vital to bring about the new reality of peace. The researchers display that loyalist attitudes are not purely antagonistic.
Perhaps surprising to some readers, the perspectives observed are better described as pragmatic, influenced by societal and local events. These 'enemies' of Irish Building on previous work, 19 they consider the impact of assassinations of PIRA militants on subsequent PIRA IED attacks. Their findings indicate that discriminate and total assassination had little to no effect on subsequent PIRA IED attacks.
However, the indiscriminate counterterrorism killings increased the likelihood of overall PIRA bombings, while also leading the PIRA to specifically target civilians in their IED attacks.
Interviews
One of the constant criticisms of terrorism research is the relative scarcity of field interviews. For some, this has contributed to a perceived stagnation in our understanding of terrorist motivations. 20 It is clear that gaining interviews with relevant actors can be difficult in this line of research. However, it is not impossible.
It should be pursued if safe, relevant, ethical and worthwhile, and most importantly if the researcher has the appropriate expertise and training. As some of the articles presented in this volume show, the access to interviews can significantly enlighten our understanding of the topics under review. As consumers of terrorism research we rarely gain access to the complete data analysed. We only see snippets of the interviews, the quotes deemed most relevant by the author to support their point. With this considered, we close the special issue by presenting long-form interviews with two key-actors from the heights of the Troubles. These interviews are unedited, and
have not been analysed in any way. They are presented as such to provide readers with the opportunity to get as close an understanding to the interviewees own interpretation of the issues discussed. to the modern-day peace. It is important now that we are in the midst of the centenary that this historical analysis transforms into a discussion of Ireland's future. In this discussion it must be appreciated that it is by acknowledging and understanding our past, that we can protect ourselves from the same mistakes again in the future. Our role as scholars of violence is to provide our insight, which can contribute to this debate. By compiling the research presented in this edition, we have aimed to make our contribution to this debate. However, this contribution does not begin and end with historical centenaries. The endeavour to gain an understanding of both violence and peace is one that continues long after the centenaries and commemorations are finished.
